Ohio Guard Leader Calls 
Kent Report 4 Unbelievable ’ 


AKRON, Ohio, July 24 (AP) 
— The commanding general of 
the Ohio National Guard has 
called “unbelievable** a news- 
paper report of FBI assertions 
about Guardsmen involved in 
the deaths of four Kent State 
University students during a 
campus confrontation. 

The Akron Beacon Journal 
in a copyrighted story said 
FBI agents had concluded the 
(May 4 shootings were unneces- 
sary and that the Department 
of Justice had advised that 
Ohio officials could possibly 
be charged in connection with 
the confrontation. 

Adj. Gen. Sylvester T. Del 
Corso said today “the conclu- 
sions as stated in the paper by 
the reporter are just unbeliev- 
able . . . that there were no 
troops injured, that no stones 


were thrown and there was a 
question of whether there was 
even a riot.** 

The Beacon Journal said a 
10-page summary of the FBI 
report asserted that some 200 
demonstrators heckling 
Guardsmen could have been 
turned back without shooting. 
It said the summary reported 
there was no hail of rocks 
from demonstrators and no 
Guardsmen were hurt by 
thrown objects. 

“They are not factual,*’ Del 
Corso said of the statements. 
“They fail to include many 
facts which we provided.’* 

Del Corso supported earlier 
Guard statements that the es- 
timated 100 Guardsmen in- 
volved had all been hit by 
thrown objects. He said two 
had teeth knocked out and 


others were sent to hospitals 
for examinations. 

The FBI issued a statement 
saying its report on Kent 
State had been released only 
to the Justice Department and 
that the FBI did not draw any 
conclusions. 

Asked if the statement was 
a denial of assertions in the 
Beacon Journal story, the 
FBI’s Cleveland office said: 
“Our statement is merely a po- 
sition statement that says the 
FBI does not draw conclu- 
sions.” 

The Beacon Journal said the 
summary on which its story 
was based had been signed by 
Jerris Leonard, head of the 
Justice Department Civil 
Rights Division. It said the de- 
partment had told it that the 
summary was a memorandum 
for Ohio officials. 


